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Part Seven 

This is the seventh segment in the series “The Terrorism Industry” by Sheikh Abu 

Ubaydah Abdallah al-Adam, who was until his death a prominent leader of Al-

Qaeda responsible for its intelligence and security operations. The series was 

published by the Al-Fajr Media Institution, which is responsible for disseminating 

the written, audio and visual materials of Al-Qaeda and its affiliates. 

 

 

Continuation – Security of Documents 

Cards, ID cards and passports 

Open members of the organization must carry with them their real and original ID cards while 

traveling. It is preferable that the individual not have a beard and that the photo on his ID card be 

without a beard as well, in order to not draw attention. In addition, the passport should be kept in a 

secret and secure place in order to prevent enemies from finding it. 

For secret members, the situation is different: all of his documents - his cards, passport and ID card 

-must be fake but authentic-looking. And he must be very familiar with all of the details that appear 

on the documents in case he is stopped, investigated and questioned about his identity. In addition, 

a secret member must have more than one passport and more than one ID card so that even if one 

gets “burned” and blacklisted, he is still able to travel; however, he must not carry documents that 

indicate different identities at the same time. It is important to stress that the leadership is 

responsible for forging documents and individuals must not do so of their own volition. In addition, 

a forged document should not indicate that one is married since the photo of a woman covered in a 

burqa or a veil arouses immediate suspicion. 

 

Notes about writing documents 

 One should prepare a catalogue containing the information held by the organization to be 

available for viewing if the original documents become lost. 

 Documents pertaining to a specific operation should be hidden in the location designated 

for the operation but in a concealed manner: under the floor, in bathroom cabinets, etc. 
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 It is best to divide the information among several letters so that if one letter is leaked to the 

enemy it will not reveal all of the relevant information. 

 One should not address the recipient of the letter in a manner that exposes his 

organizational affiliation or that of the author.  
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading 

academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the 

global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism, 

counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis 

and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and 

revenue from events, projects and programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP  

 

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the 

JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide 

variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete 

understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 

 

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications 

 

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il. 

http://www.ict.org.il/ResearchPublications/JihadiWebsitesMonitoring/JWMGPeriodicalReviews/tabid/344/Default.aspx
mailto:JWMG@ict.org.il

